Anaplastic lymphoma kinase (ALK1) immunohistochemistry in diagnostic dermatopathology; an update.
The use of anaplastic lymphoma kinase antibodies (ALK1) as a diagnostic aid has expanded since becoming a routinely available immunohistochemical stain. Because the skin may be the site of a wide variety of hematolymphoid and fibroblastic proliferations, dermatopathologists commonly use ALK1 as part of a broader staining panel in diagnosing soft tissue and cutaneous hematolymphoid neoplasms. Furthermore, new entities and differential diagnostic contexts are emerging, which broaden the utility of ALK1 immunohistochemistry. We review the expanding role of ALK1 immunohistochemistry in contemporary dermatopathology.